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evaluation under paragraph (1) not later than 2
years after the execution of any contract with
the owner of the Mexican facility under this
section, 3 years thereafter, and periodically
after the second report under this paragraph.
SEC. 1005. NEGOTIATION OF NEW TREATY

MINUTE.
(a) CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENT.—In light of

the existing threat to the environment and to
public health and safety within the United
States as a result of the river and ocean pollu-
tion in the San Diego-Tijuana border region, the
Secretary is requested to give the highest pri-
ority to the negotiation and execution of a new
Treaty Minute, or a modification of Treaty
Minute 283, consistent with the provisions of
this title, in order that the other provisions of
this title to address such pollution may be imple-
mented as soon as possible.

(b) NEGOTIATION.—
(1) INITIATION.—The Secretary is requested to

initiate negotiations with Mexico, within 60
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
for a new Treaty Minute or a modification of
Treaty Minute 283 consistent with the provi-
sions of this title.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—Implementation of a
new Treaty Minute or of a modification of Trea-
ty Minute 283 under this title shall be subject to
the provisions of the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

(3) MATTERS TO BE ADDRESSED.—A new Trea-
ty Minute or a modification of Treaty Minute
283 under paragraph (1) should address, at a
minimum, the following:

(A) The siting of treatment facilities in Mexico
and in the United States.

(B) Provision for the secondary treatment of
effluent from the IWTP at a Mexican facility if
such treatment is not provided for at a facility
in the United States.

(C) Provision for additional capacity for ad-
vanced primary and secondary treatment of ad-
ditional sewage emanating from the Tijuana
River area, Mexico, in addition to the treatment
capacity for the advanced primary effluent from
the IWTP at the Mexican facility.

(D) Provision for any and all approvals from
Mexican authorities necessary to facilitate
water quality verification and enforcement at
the Mexican facility.

(E) Any terms and conditions considered nec-
essary to allow for use in the United States of
treated effluent from the Mexican facility, if
there is reclaimed water which is surplus to the
needs of users in Mexico and such use is con-
sistent with applicable United States and Cali-
fornia law.

(F) Any other terms and conditions considered
necessary by the Secretary in order to implement
the provisions of this title.
SEC. 1006. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out this title.

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
disagree with the amendment of the
House, agree to the request for a con-
ference, and the Chair be authorized to
appoint conferees on the part of the
Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Presiding Officer (Mr. BENNETT)
appointed Mr. SMITH of New Hamp-
shire, Mr. WARNER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
BAUCUS, and Mrs. BOXER conferees on
the part of the Senate.

f

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 3165

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, I under-
stand S. 3165 is at the desk, and I ask
for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 3165) to amend the Social Secu-

rity Act to make corrections and refine-
ments in the Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP
health insurance programs, and for other
purposes.

Mr. MACK. I now ask for its second
reading, and I object to my own re-
quest.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

f

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 3173

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, I under-
stand S. 3173 is at the desk, and I ask
for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 3173) to improve the implementa-

tion of the environmental streamlining pro-
visions of the Transportation Equity Act for
the 21st Century.

Mr. MACK. I now ask for its second
reading, and I object to my own re-
quest.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

f

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 4292

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, I under-
stand that H.R. 4292 is at the desk, and
I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 4292) to protect infants who are

born alive.

Mr. MACK. I now ask for its second
reading, and I object to my own re-
quest.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

f

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
COMMERCIALIZATION ACT OF 1999

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commerce
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of H.R. 209 and the Sen-
ate then proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 209) to improve the ability of

Federal agencies to license federally-owned
inventions.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

AMENDMENT NO. 4300

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, Senators
EDWARDS, SHELBY, and SESSIONS have
an amendment at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
The Senator from Florida (Mr. MACK) for

Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. SHELBY, and Mr. SESSIONS,
proposes an amendment numbered 4300.

The amendment is as follows:
At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:
SEC. . TECHNOLOGY PARTNERSHIPS OMBUDS-

MAN.
(a) APPOINTMENT OF OMBUDSMAN.—The Sec-

retary of Energy shall direct the director of
each national laboratory of the Department
of Energy, and may direct the director of
each facility under the jurisdiction of the
Department of Energy, to appoint a tech-
nology partnership ombudsman to hear and
help resolve complaints from outside organi-
zations regarding the policies and actions of
each such laboratory or facility with respect
to technology partnerships (including coop-
erative research and development agree-
ments), patents, and technology licensing.

(b) QUALIFICATIONS.—An ombudsman ap-
pointed under subsection (a) shall be a senior
official of the national laboratory or facility
who is not involved in day-to-day technology
partnerships, patents, or technology licens-
ing, or, if appointed from outside the labora-
tory of facility, function as such a senior of-
ficial.

(c) DUTIES.—Each ombudsman appointed
under subsection (a) shall—

(1) serve as the focal point for assisting the
public and industry in resolving complaints
and disputes with the national laboratory or
facility regarding technology partnerships,
patents, and technology licensing;

(2) promote the use of collaborative alter-
native dispute resolution technique such as
mediation to facilitate the speedy and low-
cost resolution of complaints and disputes,
when appropriate; and

(3) report quarterly on the number and na-
ture of complaints and disputes raised, along
with the ombudsman’s assessment of their
resolution, consistent with the protection of
confidential and sensitive information, to—

(A) the Secretary;
(B) the Administrator for Nuclear Secu-

rity;
(C) the Director of the Office of Dispute

Resolution of the Department of Energy; and
(D) the employees of the Department re-

sponsible for the administration of the con-
tract for the operation of each national lab-
oratory or facility that is a subject of the re-
port, for consideration in the administration
and review of that contract.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Senator ED-
WARDS’ amendment establishes a Tech-
nology Partnership Ombudsman at De-
partment of Energy’s National Labora-
tories. It is my understanding that the
Ombudsman should promote the use of
collaborative alternative dispute reso-
lution techniques such as mediation to
facilitate the speedy and low-cost reso-
lution of complaints and disputes with
industry partners. To ensure fairness
and objectivity, however, it would be
the Senator’s intent that nothing in
this Section be interpreted to empower
the Ombudsman to act as a mediator or
an arbitrator in the process.

Mr. EDWARDS. The Senator’s under-
standing is correct. That is our inten-
tion.

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment be agreed to, the bill be read a
third time and passed, as amended, the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and any statements relating to
the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 4300) was agreed
to.
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